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Michael Krepula
August 6, 2018

Dear Friends & Staff of Kashima High School,

It is my unfortunate task to have to say goodbye to you all today. Leaving Wakayama and leaving Japan is not
something I have looked forward to. Spending the short time with you from July 3-July 20, 2018 was the most
humbling, up lifting, gratifying, promising, and amazing experience of my life. From the moment I came, straight
from Nanki-Shirahama Airport, I have felt at home; the atmosphere at Kashima was no exception. My immediate
connection with the teachers, Homeroom 2F, and the volleyball team is what will make saying goodbye the hardest.

Therefore, I will begin writing to you individually to thank you for everything you've done for me-

Staff:

Thank you for the opportunity to sit and observe your classes, lessons, and lectures.

Watching the interactions between teachers and students fulfilled me in ways that I never thought possible, and I
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always ended each day with a smile. I am sorry that I did not speak Japanese, but I promise I will learn more for
when [ try to come back and visit next year. Thank you for being patient and understanding, and making me feel
like a part of the student body. I have learned so much from all of you; thank you for accepting me and I hope to

see you all again soon.

Homeroom 2F:
Words cannot begin to describe the relationship that I have formed with you. From the moment I walked into the
classroom, I knew that I was a part of 2F. I have created individual relationships with each and every one of you,
and the life lessons that you all taught me are unforgettable. 2F taught me the importance of a smile; the importance
of friendship. Although I was only
here for a short time, our bond
made me feel like I had been a part
of 2F all year. Thank you for
showing me what friendship is, and
I hope you never forget me,
2Friends. I promise to visit as soon
as I can, and I hope we can pick up
our friendship right where we left
off. All of you hold a special place
in my heart, and I hope that we can

see each other again soon... just like
old friends.

Volleyball Team:

Last but not least, I want to thank

the volleyball team at Kashima High School. Waiting for school to finish just so I can go to the gym and play
volleyball with all of you is something that I looked forward to from the moment I woke up every morning. Just like
with 2F, spending every day with you and playing the sport that we are all passionate about, allowed me to form
relationships and bonds with each and every one of you. I have never laughed or smiled as much as when I was with
all of you. Words cannot express how deeply grateful I am that you all accepted me and allowed me to play with
you; I know that a new member to any team is sometimes an obstacle to overcome. However, your complete and
utter “absorbance” of me into the squad made me feel so comfortable and at-home. It was an absolute privilege and
honor to be able to practice and even play with you on July 30th. Saying goodbye to you was one of the hardest
things I ever had to do. Please don't forget me, I will be back soon, and we will play volleyball until our hands fall
off!

To conclude, I would like to thank each and every member of the staff, 2 F, and the volleyball club team for showing
me what home and family is. I would have never thought that my short time in Japan would be this hard to say
goodbye to. I will never forget the experience [ had here, I will never forget the bonds, relationships, and most of

all, friendships that I have made here. I will forever be grateful for June 26-August 6, 2018. Thank you all for

everything. I love you. nzL H HAR M TZWITETT (FHX~~)

With Love, Michael Krepula
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To our Australian Friends

Welcome to Kashima High School
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[ liked how everyone at the school was so nice and how
we participated in the classes with everyone. And I also
liked trying all the delicious Japanese food, it was so
good. Also, my homestay family were all so nice and the
stay was a really fun experience. The whole trip was just

amazing all together. - Emily Davis

I loved spending time with all the Kashima Students
and making new friends.

[ also liked participating in their classes, especially
origami. [ had an amazing time in Japan!

- Charlotte Bacon

I liked being able to live in a Japanese home and
experience life as a Japanese student, I loved going to

school and learning about Japanese culture and the

students were very welcoming. I had the best time in
- Kaylah Ward

Wakayama and Japan.
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